
  

TO: Secretary of State, James Brokenshire MP 

FROM: Adur Residents Environmental Action 

SUBJECT: New Monks Farm, Lancing 

DATE: June 11, 2019        

   

 

Adur Residents Environmental Action would like to know on what grounds you decided not to call in 

the New Monks Farm development, including a large IKEA, in Lancing. We found the explanation 

provided in the letter to Adur Council most disappointing, containing no real detail. 

We would welcome a letter of explanation that sets out the grounds for your agreement with Adur 

Council’s decision and a copy of the report that the Case Officer put to the Minister. 

Your decision and that of Adur Council to approve this development contradicts government policy 

on climate change and improving air quality. IKEA always generates a marked increase in traffic, 

which leads to an increase in air pollution. The two roads in Adur which will be most affected, the 

A27 and the A259, already have AQMA’s and pollution levels above the legal limit. The roads are 

already at capacity.  The A27 is the 3rd worst road in the southeast. The effects of an IKEA will be 

monumental, particularly for the residents along the A27 between Lancing and Worthing and the 

thousands of commuters. Car occupants are 10x more at risk from air pollution than cyclists. 

Approval of this development goes against the council’s own Adur Local Plan, Policy 32, which states, 

”Where there are significant levels of increased pollution that cannot be mitigated, development will 

be refused.” How do you mitigate against pollution? 

In brief,  Adur’s approval has ignored the following issues:  

 the inaccuracies in traffic and pollution predictions 

  the effects  for existing residents of increased flooding and sewage back up of building on a 

flood plain 

 the effects on the travellers community who have not been consulted, who are being 

relocated to a nearby site which is surrounded by roads on three sides. Many of the 24 

children already suffer with breathing problems.  

 the effects on the airport and local cycling groups  

 the  lack of any additional infrastructure and money for a  doctor’s surgery and a new 

primary school, which the developers planned to build beside the A27 and the loading bay 

for IKEA. The thinking must have been: no one would buy a home there so let’s put the 

school there! Surely no schools should be built near an extremely congested road with illegal 

NO2 levels. 

We ask that you reconsider your decision as you and your staff may have missed some of the key 

issues, particularly relating to air pollution. 



  

 After the Committee on Climate Change Report the issues of decarbonisation and carbon neutral 

development are even more important. Surely no new developments, whether worthy or not, 

should be allowed to threaten the future of Britain and the world. Climate emergency means 

reviewing and changing or halting all current and proposed developments that will dramatically 

increase levels of air pollution. 

The New Monks Farm development with IKEA is one such development which should be 

reconsidered due to the dramatic effect on pollution levels IKEA will have. 

We look forward to your reply. 

Yours sincerely, 

Barb O’Kelly, BA Hons, MA 

Chair 

Adur Residents Environmental Action 


